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The design research project “Re-tracing Home” aims to 
challenge the contemporary notion of the crisis as a one 
of politics, not of capacity and to provide a new perspec-
tive on the perceptions and imaginations of “home” and 
“housing”. This paper argues that the “refugee question” 
is regarded as a political short-term problem which is 
meant to be “solved“ by temporary architecture. This re-
sults in an unwelcoming reception of newcomers that hin-
ders their integration and exacerbates the “housing ques-
tion”. Moreover, it has be criticised that the knowledge and 
preferences of newcomers are almost never incorporated 
in their arrival process in Germany. 

This alleged “arrival crisis” is investigated from an urban 
design perspective by addressing the discrepancy between 
government (mass) housing programmes and local grass-
root projects. Reflecting on the general issue of affordable 
housing in Germany, the socio-spatial integration of new-
comers is analysed by correlating Bourdieu’s theoretical 
“habitus” concept (1979) and Wines’ architectural “High-
rise of Homes” project (1981). The consequent framework 
of distinctive cultural and architectural identities is jux-
taposed with the memories and experiences of displaced 
newcomers who were asked to re-narrate, re-write and 
re-draw their old, new and ideal “home”.  

The thematic analysis of this fieldwork focused on the 
presumed commonalties of the participants’ Syrian class 
habitus (Bourdieu) and architectural identities (Wines) in 
contrast to their subjective notions of “home” and diver-
gent narratives. Moreover, ideas like Mihailescu’s (2016) 
performed identities of Romanian migrants and Yildiz’ 
(2016) transtopias of returning Turkish immigrants helped 
to identify and contextualise different figurations of new-
comers. 

The discussion of distinctive architectural imprints or 
preferences almost always came down to the impres-
sion that traditional Syrian architecture is not functional 
and convenient for contemporary forms of life anymore. 

Following the Syrian independence in 1946, the country 
modernised and internationalised so that women started 
to enter higher education and become part of the public 
life. Consequently, lifestyles changed and people aspired 
to move out of their old courtyard houses to live in apart-
ments designed by architects.

It appeared that those who stay in their home countries need 
to re-adapt to predominant norms that might be relatable 
with Bourdieu’s idea of class conform patterns of behaviour 
but Wines’ assumption of particular architectural identities 
might need to be redefined. In contrast, transtopian dias-
pora communities seem to disobey any deterministic logic 
of distinctive cultural or architectural imprints but declare 
an independent logic on the move to choose what is best 
and what is not. Based on these cognitive mapping work-
shops, the speculative design proposition of a “fluid home” 
postulates open and undifferentiated “housing” structures 
that can be appropriated by its inhabitants. In this way, new-
comers would be enabled to set the thresholds to the public 
themselves and become part of the cultural and architec-
tural process of re-negotiating meaning into space. 

Migration may have the potential for re-imagining transto-
pian cities and societies in which every integration starts 
at home. A new cross-cultural co-design agenda should 
introduce a new narrative of urban design to openly di-
minish architectural exoticisation of “other” cultures and 
call for a new perspective on “refugee architecture” and 
contemporary housing models. Challenging common pre-
conceptions and dualisms through an ethical approach to 
sanctify particularities should blur the lines of architec-
tural and cultural boundaries. 

To sum up, one can say that “expanding architectural cul-
tures emerge from a hybridization of historic (colonial) 
times and diasporic spaces, and imagination of exogenous 
standards and transnational lifestyles” (King 2004) that 
demand a new understanding of contemporary “refugee 
architecture” in Germany and beyond.

Being Syrian in Syria is different to being Syrian in Germa-
ny. The rise of new border realities and identities should 
lead to a more open and not deterministic reception of 
newcomers. This new understanding could be the basis 
of an informed design agenda for contemporary “refugee 
housing” which could eventually also be considered as 
one aspect of re-creating home away from home. Wheth-
er their social, cultural, political or spatial integration is 
questioned, newcomers have to feel safe and comforta-
ble in an appropriated home-like space first of all in order 
to be able to slowly demand the encounter with others to 
re-negotiate the thresholds with the public.

The importance of lived time, culture, ownership and 
meaning in space might propose the performance of 
home as the most visual and embodied interpretation of 
future cities and societies (Mihailescu 2016). If one idealis-
tically attempts to design for newcomers who are coming 
from a cultural background that might be very different 
from European ways of life and concepts of architecture, 
this attempted inclusion can inherent racist clichés or re-
duce complexities which even cannot be build. The cultur-
al re-appropriation of identities might encounter invisible 
borders like the tacit separation of a guest and a living 
room which are actually one room. If one attempts to me-
diate the city as fluid space of shifting borders, one has to 
co-produce its preconditions as well as its findings. 

„Re-tracing Home“ was already presented at VIENNA DE-
SIGN WEEK 2017 with a public engagement project con-
sisting of city walks led by migrants, drawing and writing 

workshops as well as subsequent building workshops 
were conducted during. The temporary installation of an 
“ideal home” was meant to give associative thought-pro-
voking impulses which do not offer architectural “solu-
tions” but rather question the meaning of basic spatial 
fragments that showcased common denominators rather 
than diverging comfort zones. Therefore, it was discussed 
in how far one could actually transfer various notions of 
home of people from different socio-cultural and -spatial 
backgrounds into architecture. This dilemma of transla-
tion – culturally and spatially – was eventually not only 
concerned with the accommodation of refugees but in-
dicated a more general understanding of contemporary 
modes of co-habitation in response to the current housing 
shortage. 

In the next phase, it is planned to explore the socio-spatial 
perceptions of “home” at the scale of a neighbourhoods in 
Berlin-Lichtenberg which is a particular district with var-
ious forms of housing and a very mixed population. More-
over, a comprehensive exhibition shall give an overview of 
the whole project in context of the political “Heimat” dis-
cussions in Germany. 
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Fig. 1 Re-tracing an “old” home from Aleppo, Syria. Source: 
Guerilla Architects (BY-NC-ND 3.0 DE).

Fig. 2 Discussing recent examples of “refugee architecture” with 
Syrian architects. Source: Guerilla Architects (BY-NC-ND 3.0 DE).

Fig. 3 Drawing and writing workshop at VIENNA DESIGN WEEK 
2017. Source: Guerilla Architects (BY-NC-ND 3.0 DE).
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What constitutes good tourism planning and governance? 
Does it merely aim for economic growth, or does it have to 
become more humane and sensitive in today’s world? Whose 
city has it become, the tourist’s or the residents? Whose voic-
es should the governance listen to?

Travel & Tourism is one of the largest economic sectors in 
the world, creating employment and prosperity. Developing 
countries are increasingly seeing tourism as an opportunity 
for economic growth, focusing on policies and investments 
to boost the same. The results are reflected through the 
increased tourism flows to these countries, seen through 
the tourism heat map and expenditure graph below.

Social activism against mass tourism is gaining momen-
tum in the western world, especially in the historic areas 
in Europe. Insensitivity to local needs and exploitation of 
resources has brought criticism and the need to rethink 
the tourism strategies. Venice and Barcelona are strong 
cases of how the local residents who once opened the 
gates to the tourism industry, are being forced to move out 
of their own homes, due to increased land prices, environ-
mental impacts and socio cultural changes.

The paradoxical nature has surfaced, with the industry 
which helped in the growth of the city, now adversely im-
pacting it and the elements which give identity to it.

With developing countries like India, ranked currently as 
the 3rd worldwide in tourism investments, rising to be-
come one of the top travel and tourism economies in the 
world, it becomes imperative to develop alternative tour-
ism planning and governance mechanisms that do not 
merely encompass economic growth, but other socie-
tal aspects of environmental concerns and socio cultur-
al changes, to ensure these countries don’t go down the 
same path as mass touristic cities.

The existing studies by Miossec and Buttler (1980), shed 
light on the link tourism has with regional development 

over time. Most regions witness an initial stage of di-
rect involvement of the tourists with the locals, who gain 
through this interaction. The state steps in, witnessing the 
economic potential of the industry and opens the doors for 
investors. With the economic gains as the prime driving 
factor, the market forces drive towards mass tourism, with 
the locals being pushed away gradually over time.

In this study, I look into two cities of India, 1. Panaji in Goa 
and 2. Fort Kochi in Kerala. These contextual studies high-
light the tourism impacts on the socio economic and phys-
ical fabric of the cities.

These contextual studies, show how the tourism indus-
try evolves over time into a major player in the economy. 
Economically, a shift is seen from the traditional occu-
pations like agriculture and fishing, towards easier and 
quicker sources of revenue, oriented to cater the needs of 
the tourists. This is reflected through selling of land and 
property to tourism based investors and the waves of com-

Fig. 1 Convergence in International Tourism Expenditures 
Source: World Economic Forum, ‘The travel and tourism com-
petitiveness report 2017’.

mercialization across the city. To cater to the demands 
of the rising tourist population, as well as migrants who 
come seeking employment, the physical impacts are seen, 
through haphazard construction practices. These cities 
have reported the loss of heritage structures. The cultural 
heritage becomes a bait to attract tourists, with festivals 
and other elements projected as a commodity, thus losing 
its inherent pristine value. The socio cultural impacts cut 
across many layers, and a common voice in most cases, 
is that of a sense of alienation, which the local residents 
face, from one’s own ancestral backyard. Social activism 
has increased in such cities over the years and its time the 
tourism approach is looked upon critically again. Words 
like sustainability and eco-tourism has been plastered on 
projects yielding very less positive results.

The current mass tourism approach of ‘towards the out-
side’ (Nogués-Pedregal et al. 2017) is one which lays the 
city, its heritage and buildings on a platter as a commodity. 
The shift is required from the approach to valorizing the 
tourism assets as a resource, towards one where, it is ap-
preciated and enhanced for what it is.

When the approach to tourism planning and governance 
is one of valuing the inherent elements that shaped the 
space, it leads to a more personal connection with the lo-
cal residents, who directly benefits from the interaction, 
as in the early stages of Butler’s tourism model. Efforts to 
promote such heritage elements, bringing the tourists to 
appreciate the local lifestyles and customs, will ensure a 
more sustainable approach, than the market forces being 
driven by capitalistic models.

The Responsible tourism model that has sprouted in cer-
tain parts of India and the world is an example of an ap-
proach that embodies this concept. The key points of this 
approach and what I proposed to be integrated within this 
framework are:

1. Decentralized mechanisms inherent to the RT frame-
work, helps initiate faster decision making, involving all 
stakeholders directly impacted, ensuring transparency in 
actions. By doing so, more clarity in the roles and respon-
sibilities shape up, with the state playing the role of a fa-
cilitator for tourism.

2. The state’s focus, thus can be restricted to creating 
platforms for interactions of private investors with the lo-
cal RT bodies and in providing for tourism infrastructure 
in the state.

3. The tourists are seen as part of the solution than a prob-
lem. Through raising awareness amongst the residents 
and tourists constantly, will ensure a holistic development 
and coexistence.

As discussed earlier, tourism in today’s context does not 
merely encompass economic growth, but socio cultur-
al dynamics of the societies. Through the RT framework, 
aimed at connecting tourists with the community and lo-
cal heritage, human and social development is aimed at, 
through spaces for sharing goods, cultural exchanges and 
through living closer to nature.
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Collaborative design-projects implement interventions and 
local processes as co-designs of space and community. In 
a local setting people step in a collaborative working pro-
cess to discover and improve a site. Designers and people 
not trained as designers, concerned and interested people 
work together and share ideas, experiences and knowledge 
at eye level. By implementing there ideas, these projects 
becoming real interventions in space and new nuclei in the 
community. Growing up, references to the local authorities 
and an internal organization will be needed. The starting 
points of this kind of projects can be multifaceted: improve 
the local quality of public space, establish new recreation 
areas or meeting points, play in the streets and so on.

The practice of collaborative design-projects is generat-
ed from working methods of architecture, design and art. 
These disciplines has got a special know-how in percep-
tion of spaces and circumstances, expressing needs, us-
ing materials, creating references and building spaces. 
The use of these knowledge by all kinds of concerned and 
interested people, in particular by no experts, opens up 
ways of direct collaborations, people driven innovation 
processes and bottom-up organized local developments. 

I‘m developing the approach of collaborative design-proj-
ects for years as spatial designing project work with chil-
dren and youth and in cooperation with local institutions. 
Together with the children and youth, an examination of 
there daily environment is started. Wishes, needs, quali-
ties and deficits of the environment are asked and tested 
by artistic, action and design research methods. Step by 
step ideas are developed and implementations of these 
ideas are organized. In addition to that the projects be-
come cases in my PhD, focussing on the processes of col-
laboration, the way of working together, the used working 
methods and the role of the ‚designer‘.

The approach of collaborative design-projects has been 
developed by making real projects and by the intensive 

confrontation with the question how to empower people 
for being able to influence and build up there environment. 
The approach has strong relations to the Scandinavian 
Participatory Design (PD) (Ehn et al. 2014) and refers to 
Participatory Action Research (PAR) (Kindon et al. 2010).

As a ‚research through design‘ (Jonas 2007) respective-
ly ‚project based research‘ (Finedli 2008) this practice as 
well has a big potential for a collaborative and trans-dis-
ciplinary research of spatial transformations. Processes 
like collaboration, self-organization, knowledge develop-
ment, discovering and developing of local potentials can 
be researched together with all participants. Here the 
paradigm of research changes from researching about 
something to researching with something. The research-
er becomes a multifaceted role as designer, member of a 
group and researcher, hence the researcher gets compre-
hensive perspectives and a real insights. This way of re-
search follows the need of an extended way of knowledge 
production: a research embedded in a transformative pro-
cess with the civic society as an actor of knowledge pro-
duction (Modus-3-knowledge production, Schneidewind & 
Singer-Brodowski 2013).

My input discusses the challenges and potentials to act 
and design with children and youth in urban space at 
eye level with cases of real projects (Sitzskulptur Tenev-
er, Bremen; RaumTeiler, Berlin). It asks for possibilities 
to use the disciplinary knowledge of architecture, design 
and art to give people real options to co-create there en-
vironment. Further, it asks about ways to use the concept 
of collaborative design-projects in urban development 
processes and as starting points of local co-productions. 
In these projects the role of all participants such as ini-
tiators, designers, concerned people as well as institu-
tions and administrations are being questioned. The input 
names artistic methods of operations, shows results and 
makes ways of anchoring research into the local - with 
local actors as co-researchers - a subject of discussion.
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Fig. 1 Sitzskulptur Tenever, Bremen 2010-12. Source: Author. Fig. 2 Raumteiler, Berlin-Kreuzberg, 2015. Source: Author.
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